Mrs. Mellander’s Ballot Recommendations

(For your consideration)

California Ballot Measures

Prop. 30 State Taxes & Revenues - NO:  Prop. 30 increases the State sales tax rate from 2013 to 2016 by ¼ percent for every dollar of goods purchased; increases personal income tax rates from 2012 – 2018 mainly on those making greater than $250,00/yr.  Billed as a “temporary tax to fund education “ and “guaranteed local public safety funding.”  California now spends almost 50% of your tax dollars on the government schools and public school students are still not receiving a quality education.  California doesn’t have a revenue problem; they have a spending problem.  Don’t give the bureaucrats in Sacramento any more of your money to waste!

Prop. 31 State Budget & Local Government Initiative CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT & Statute – NO, NO, NO!!  This is one of the most dangerous measures ever presented to California voters.  It will dramatically change the State Constitution and threatens local elected representative government by authorizing regional revenue sharing.  It incorporates the Socialist (but nice sounding) agenda of the “California Forward” group and is largely funded by European billionaire Nicolas Berggruen.  It will create a 2-year budget cycle, new layers of regulative bureaucracies and probable legislative chaos from the conflicting and poorly written regulations.  It amends several articles of the California Constitution and is so poorly written, that several members of the sponsoring organization resigned in protest over the decision to submit it to the voters.  A wide number of both liberal and conservative groups oppose this measure.  For more info see:  http://prop31facts.com/
Prop. 32 – YES:  From Dist. 4 Congressman Tom McClintock’s website “Prop 32: Cutting The Piggies Off From The Trough. In the ‘It's About Time’ category, this measure would finally prohibit unions, corporations, government contractors, and state and local governments from deducting money from employees' paychecks for political purposes without their express written consent.  As Jefferson wrote, "To compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of opinions which he disbelieves and abhors is sinful and tyrannical."  

Prop. 33 - Rewarding Responsible Drivers – YES:  Again from McClintock’s website: 
”Here's a no-brainer: should car insurance companies be allowed to offer a discount to drivers who maintain continuous coverage?  No, it's not a trick question.  Under California's convoluted law, if you switch auto insurers you can't qualify for the continuous coverage discount.  This measure says you can.”

Prop. 34 – Death Penalty - NO:  Again from McClintock’s website:  “Lifetime Room and Board (and Sex-Change Operations, too) for Murderers. This abolishes the death penalty for first-degree murder.  Enough said. NO”

Prop. 35 – Human Trafficking – NO:  Too much confusing legal jargon plus there are already laws on the books for “human trafficking.”

Prop. 36 – Three Strikes Law – NO:  Guts three strikes law and potentially will release hardened criminals back onto the street.

Prop. 37 – Labeling of Genetically Engineered Foods – YES, YES, YES!!   This is a badly needed law requiring food manufacturers to label foods containing genetically modified ingredients.  This should already be a law but corporate biggies such as Monsanto who hold patents on GM crops control our legislature and have spent billions to defeat such a measure.  Monsanto actually holds patents on seeds and has sued farmers whose crops are inadvertently fertilized by GM pollen.  GM crops are not natural food and have been shown in testing by independent scientists to contribute to human infertility, cancer, a suppressed immune response and a host of other ailments some of which don’t show up for years later.  I’d love to discuss this with any church member who wants more information.

Prop. 38 – Tax to Fund Education & Early Childhood Programs – NO: More money for our schools – a no brainer! HINT:  California spend almost 50% of the budget annually 

“for the children.”

Prop. 39 – Tax Treatment for Multistate Businesses – Clean Energy & Energy Efficiency Funding – NO, NO, NO!!  Imposes $1 BILLION/yr tax on California businesses to fund more Solyndras.

Prop. 40 – State Senate Districts Referendum – YES:  Tom McClintock’s website: “This is a monument to the stupidity of some Republican Party leaders, who spent nearly $2 million of party funds to qualify - and then drop - this referendum to overturn the Senate reapportionment because several state senators didn't like their new districts.  They had hoped to run in their old seats, but after qualifying the initiative found out they couldn't anyway.  A "Yes" vote affirms that the new non-partisan Citizens Redistricting Commission works.”

County & Local Measures

Measure A – Community College Funding – NO:  This measure would impose $11 per parcel per year on property owners.  Look at your property tax bill:  you’re already paying for 2 bond measures to fund community colleges in Contra Costa County.

Measure E – West Contra Costa County Unified School District Bond – an emphatic NO!  WCCUSD already carries in excess of  $1 BILLION in bonded indebtedness.  Voters just turned down a WCCUSD parcel tax in the last election.  The amount you will pay varies depending on economic conditions, but estimates are an additional $48/yr per $100,00 assessed value of your property!!

Measure G – West Contra Costa County Unified School District parcel tax – another emphatic NO!  Amazingly, even though voters defeated WCCUSD’s Measure K last June, the piggies are back at the trough with a second attempt to extort taxpayer’s $$.  This one will cost property owners 7.2 cents/ sq ft of dwelling/building space.

Measure Q – NO: The public -- expect ConFire to provide high quality firefighting services and ensure the long term sustainability of those services.  Measure Q simply does not measure up.  The proposed $75 tax does not meet the financial needs of the District as it is currently delivering services. The $75 figure does not accurately reflect all expenses necessary to operate the District, such as the cost of replacing fire trucks and maintaining facilities.  The District is in severe financial distress of its own making. The District continued to run through its reserves as pension expenses grew and revenues were reduced.

